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General rules regarding ORV operation in the State of Michigan
Who can ride what?

16 and older can operate any ORV.
12-16 can operate an ATV if they are under direct adult supervision and have completed an ORV Safety course.
10-12 can operate an ATV on private property only and must also have completed a safety course and be under direct adult 
supervision.
No one under 16 can operate a three-wheeled ATV at any time.

Do you need anything to ride, besides your ORV?
All ORV operators must have a DOT approved helmet and protective eyewear. It is highly recommended that you also have 
sturdy boots, gloves, long sleeve shirt, pants and related protective gear. Always dress for the crash.
All ORVs must have an ORV Sticker, also know as a DNR License.
All ORVs must have a USFS approved spark arrestor and not exceed 94db in sound output. Most factory ATV exhausts (non-
competition) are well below 94db, normally in the 88db range. Most aftermarket exhaust start at 96db and frequently exceed 
100db (racing/competition).

Where can you ride?
In the upper peninsula you can ride on forest roads and trails designated as open to ORVs as well as on unmarked forest roads 
on State owned land. Most counties in the UP have adopted ordinances that allow for ORVs to be ridden on the far right side of 
most of their county roads. Lands under the jurisdiction of the USFS have had similar rules, but are in the process of further 
restricting which roads ORVs are allowed on.
In the lower peninsula you can ride on forest roads and trails designated as open to ORVs but not on unmarked forest roads on 
State owned land. Several counties in the LP have adopted ordinances that allow for ORVs to be ridden on the far right side 
of most of their county roads. Lands under the jurisdiction of the USFS generally follow the same rules.

When can you ride?
You can operate your ORV on State land 24 hours a day 350 days of the year. During the firearm deer season, normally Novem-
ber 15th through the 30th, you may not operate your ORV from 7AM to 11AM and from 2PM to 5PM (some exceptions allowed 
for hunting related activity).

Anything you are not supposed to do?
Please do not ride off of the marked trail, don’t make your own trails, don’t ride in muddy/swampy areas or in streams. Do not 
climb hills. Obviously if the marked trail uses a hill or other area, then it is OK for you to be there - please try not to “tear it 
up” when that is the case.
There are exceptions to these items - in designated scrambles areas you may ride off-trail, in the mud and climb hills. There 
are marked, designated scrambles areas at Silver Lake, The Mounds, Gladwin, St Helen and Black Lake.
Snowmobile trails are not legal to ride on in the lower peninsula unless they are also posted open to ORVs.
Do not ride two up on the ATV unless it came from the manufacturer as a two person ATV, adding an aftermarket “add-a-seat” 
does not qualify the unit for passengers.
Of course drinking and drug use while operating are not only illegal but highly discouraged!

Where do you direct questions and comments about the condition of a trail to in the DNR?
The DNR has three Trail Analysts assigned to manage the ORV trail systems. They are divided by geographic region. Trail in the UP: 
Wayne Wheeler, wheelerd@michigan.gov; trail in the western lower peninsula: Kathleen Campbell, campbellc@michigan.
gov; trail in the eastern lower peninsula: Paige Perry, PerryPA@michigan.gov. If you do share your comments and concerns, 
please be as constructive as possible - these DNR Staff want good trails as much as you do.

Definitions
A forest road is any non-county or state road on public land that is not posted closed or otherwise blocked and is passable by 
a standard passenger car.
A forest trail is any path on State owned land that is passable by vehicles less than 50 inches in width; it must be posted open 
to ORVs for you to ride on it. The DNR maintains two standards for forest trails - one is kept at 50 inches wide (ATV trail) 
and the other is kept at 24 inches wide (motorcycle trail). State laws do not differentiate between ATV and motorcycle trail, 
they are both considered ORV Trail and open to all ORVs less than 50” in width on State land.
Trails on USFS land have different rules regarding motorcycle and ATV trail and typically do not allow ATVs to be ridden on 
designated motorcycle trail, however both types of vehicles are allowed on ATV trail on USFS lands.
Designated refers to specific markers being placed along the trail, typically on nearby trees or on carsonite posts. These mark-
ers are always orange triangles and have specific wording on them, as shown above.
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ATV Offroad Club of Michigan 
produces the ATVOC PathFinder 
on a quarterly basis. Circulation is 
limited to Club Members only.

For information about this news-
letter, submission of an article, 
request for a feature or just tell 
us what you think, please con-
tact:
Jeramey Valley
Editor at Large

Email:
editor@atvoffroad.net

Postal:
ATVOC
Attn: PathFinder
PO Box 1673 
Southgate, MI 48195

Special thanks to the ATVOC Board 
Members and it’s membership who 
make this publication possible. 
Eternal thanks to the following 
souls who have donated articles, 
commentary, images and just gen-
erally good stuff for your enjoy-
ment:
Steve Walker
Gary McBain
Blue Ribbon Coalition

All content is copyright ATV Of-
froad Club of Michigan, 2006. No 
part of this publication may be 
reproduced in whole or in part 
without express written permis-
sion of the ATVOC Board.

Please note that all actions de-
picted are completely legal, done 
on private property, and were en-
tirely safe when performed by 
trained professionals. DO NOT 
TRY THIS AT HOME!

Credit for primary cover photo: 
Herlinda & Dave Sanchez
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About the ATV Offroad Club of Michigan
We are a non-profit organization promoting off road rec-
reation in Michigan for families & single users.
In Michigan it is individual organizations that maintain all 
trails and work to make your riding experience what you 
believe it should be. Not the DNR. Even if you are not a 
supporter of any organization, remember when you ride 
there was an organization that made that possible.
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Prez Press
A word from the President
Chuck Smith

Welcome to the new 
ATVOC News Letter.  

It is the brainchild of your 
Membership Secretary, Tom 
DiMuro and the new Editor, Jeramey 
Valley.  The News Letter will be 
available to you quarterly per year 
via the ATVOC Web Site.  This is 
a means to communicate to you, 
the membership, what is happening 
in the State of Michigan as far as 
legislation, trail conditions, 
club issues and many other 
subjects as they relate to the 
ORV community.  

I’m excited about the new way of 
staying in touch with our members.  
Jeramey has a wealth of knowledge 
about how to prepare and manage 
The News Letter.  I believe we’ve 
decided to call it, the ATVOC 
PathFinder .  Help us to provide you 
with the information you want by 
writing to the editor and telling him 

what you’d like 
to see.  Also, 

we plan 
to feature 
one of the 
m e m b e r s 
and family 

each news 
letter.  

I was asked to write something 
for the first news letter that might 
have a message for you.  The club is 
three years old.  I’m the third presi-
dent of the club.  It’s been a difficult 

start for ATVOC.  Your support has 
been wonderful in the past and I’m 
sure we will have more of the same 
in future.  The club’s Executive 
Committee is made up of the best 
people and I’m proud to be work-
ing with them.  It’s always great to 
see all my friends on the trails.  And 
that’s what this is all about any-

I’m excited about the new way of staying in 
touch with our members.  

way, isn’t it?  To meet and ride with 
friends?  So my message is to stay 
as happy as we can and ride as often 
as we can. 

I had thoughts of someday own-
ing a horse to ride.  Then ATVs were 
becoming an adventure so I thought 
I’d try riding one for awhile.  That 
was several years ago.  I only feed 
the quad fuel when I want to ride 
and it never sees the vet.  Won’t go 
unless I turn the key.  Keepin’ it real, 
keepin’ it simple.  I love this sport.  

Remember when you’re riding, 
ORVs make up several vehi-

cles.  Trucks, dirt bikes, 
buggies and us, ATVs.  

Some of us have seen 
golf carts on the trails too.  Treat 

all ORV users with respect.  We all 
have a stake in our States trail sys-
tem. If the DNR just happen to be 
at the trailhead or on the trail, say 
hello to them.  Law enforcement is 
for us who pay for the right to ride 
the trails.  

See you on the next ride,
Chuck Smith
President, ATVOC   

ATV Offroad Club of Michigan
Membership Application

I wish to support  ATV Offroad Club of Michigan in their trail development, riding programs and their 
information distribution by becoming a member.

Enclosed is $___________ for membership in the category checked below:

ACTIVE MEMBER $25.00 Annual dues.
Right to vote, right to hold any office, right to sponsor 
family members.

FAMILY MEMBER $5.00 Annual dues.
Must be a spouse or immediate family under the age of 
18, of an Active Member, residing at the same address.

Name:________________________________         D.O.B.:____________________       Forum Username:_________________________________

Name:________________________________         D.O.B.:____________________       Forum Username:_________________________________

Name:________________________________         D.O.B.:____________________       Forum Username:_________________________________

Name:________________________________         D.O.B.:____________________       Forum Username:_________________________________

Name:________________________________         D.O.B.:____________________       Forum Username:_________________________________

List of Family Members:

Name:________________________________         D.O.B.:____________________       Forum Username:_________________________________

New Membership Renewal, Member #. ____________________

Mail To:

Atvoffroad Club of Michigan
PO Box 1673

Southgate, MI 48195

Full Name:___________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________    Phone: __________________________

City:_______________________________ State____ Zipcode________ Email _______________________

Check or money orders accepted made out to "ATV Offroad Club of Michigan".
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Thanksgiving Weekend Ride - Black Mountain Kentucky - Nov 23 thru 26
Toys for Tots - Mounds Riding Area - Dec 2

Tip Up Town Ride - Winter (TBD)
Pig Roast - Mid-May (TBD)

Fun Run - Late June; St Helen MotorSports Area
ATV Jamboree - August; Drummond Island
Trail Maintenance Dates and Locations TBD

(TBD = To Be Determined)

Upcoming Events

Legislative Update
Representative Sheltrown is drafting legislation that will enable counties to open their road shoulders to unlicensed ORVs. Without 
this legislation there is some doubt if counties can legally allow ORVs on their roads, unless they have explicit approval for each road 
and destination from the DNR. A ground-breaking aspect of this whole process is that Rep Sheltrown is actively seeking input from 
not only his constituents but also from the general public. We can not adequately express our gratitude to Mr. Sheltrown not only for 
his work to further benefit our sport but also for his forward-thinking approach.
Representative Sheltown can be reached by email at Dist103@house.mi.gov

There are several portions of this future legislation that are still being ironed out. Your input is very valuable.
Issue 4: Misdemeanor
The penalty section of the proposed legislation makes violations “misdemeanors” in lieu of stiffer “felonies” or lighter “civil infrac-
tions” along with providing for fines of up to $500 in addition to the cost of*repair for damages caused. Suggestions have been made 
to re-classify violations as “civil infractions” similar to traffic tickets and also to decrease the $500 amount. Do you feel the “misde-
meanor” language should be changed to “civil infraction” and do you feel the $500 maximum fine should be decreased?
Issue 6: Speed Limits
Currently, the language of the draft bill would legally allow an ORV to travel at speeds up to 55 m.p.h. on unmarked county roads in 
a rural areas. This language was copied from Michigan’s snowmobile law. ORVs operating at high speeds is among the most common 
complaint of motorists and residents of counties where ORV use is occuring on county roads. Suggestion have been made to limit the 
maximum speed of ORVs on county roads to 20 m.p.h. or 25 m.p.h. to protect the safety of motorists and pedestrians. Do you support 
this change? If so, what is a reasonable maximum speed limit?
Issue 7: County Permits
Do you support the inclusion of language in the legislation which would allow a county to raise revenue for a county ORV fund by 
issuing an ORV sticker for travel on roadways in that county similar to the permit currently issued by the DNR for operation on state 
trails?
Issue 9: Hours of Operation
“A person shall not operate an ORV under this subsection during the period 30 minutes before sunset and ending 30 minutes after 
s
months when daylight extends well into the evening. Suggestions have also been made to change to a fixed time of operation such as 8 
a.m. until 8 p.m.. Do you feel the current language in the bill should be made to reflect these suggested changes or other changes in the 
hours of operation? 
Issue 10: Age of Operation
 Would yo
who are not less than 18 years of age unless they are under the direct supervision of a parent or guardian? As an alternative, would you 
favor restricting use on local roads to only those people holding a valid drivers license?
Issue 11: Headlights
In place of the flag requirement currently in the draft bill, would you favor the requirement that any ORV operating on a county road 
right of way be equipped with a working headlight and taillight? As an alternative, would you support the requirement that an ORV 
have either a flag OR a working headlight and taillight?
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Drummond Island 
ATV Jamboree 2006
by Steve Walker

When I was initially asked 
if I would write an article 

about the ATVOC’s 1st ATV Jambo-
ree, I quickly said yes, thinking “it 
shouldn’t too hard” ; then a few min-
utes went past and I realized what I 
had gotten myself into. As I paused 
to consider what to write, I knew it 
wasn’t going to be anywhere near as 
simple as I first thought. I mean, ini-
tially I thought how hard can it be to 
write about what a great time ev-
eryone had.. I could write about 
all the various things I witnessed, 
like the laughing and all the jok-
ing around that occurred as the 
camp site filled out. I remember 
watching Tim, (ToolTime) strug-
gling with dust control, ..being a 
“Dust Cop” for short while, until 
he realized it was a losing battle. 
Come to think about it.. Tim and 
I even discussed the pro’s and 
con’s of him setting up his site 
right next to the entrance point. 
Makes me smile even now, to 
think about it. I wanted to write 
about the various events, about kids 
having a great time kicking up the 
dust, the good times everyone had 
at the end of day, cracking a cold 
one and BS’ing around the fire after 
dark. Heck, I could talk about the 
really cool prizes and gifts everyone 
got.. Yep, I could do that.

Then I started thinking about all 
the hard/thankless work that every-
one involved with ATVOC’s 1st 
Drummond Island ATV Jamboree 
had to put into this event .. the ini-
tial confusion, (what it was all about 
and why), misdirection and plan-
ning, (how we were going to pull 
this whole thing off), heated discus-

sions, (keeping every-
one focused), endless 
phone calls (to obtain 
those cool prizes) .. 
those long hours put 
in by many club mem-

bers to help make it a success. Once 
I thought about the commitment re-
quired to put on a event that allowed 
so many people to have a great time, 
to meet other club members for the 
first time; or forge new friendships, 
or maybe get some non-members 
to join our club, it dawned on me 
I should not have been so quick to 
answer, as I really didn’t know what 

to write about.
For a short time, I began to won-

der if it was all worth it? I wondered 
if the club’s membership and Board 
of Directors would be willing to go 
though this experience again? All of 
it.. the bad and the good. I thought 
I should include information I’ve 
learned thru conversations with out-
of-state clubs or from reading about 
other ATV organizations that have 
gone thru this process, how they dis-
covered that each succeeding year 
draws larger crowds and increased 
popularity. Still, I wondered if that 
is really what ATVOC wants to do.. 
to put the time and effort into an-
other bigger and better Jamboree? 

So, I figured I would write about 

a Jamboree question.. I would ask if 
that’s what we still wanted to do. Do 
we want to hold and host a 2nd Jam-
boree? Personally, I think so. If the 
membership does as well, then its 
time to start planning for next years 
event. Funding may not be quite so 
easy this time. While I have promis-
ing leads in that regard, nothing is 
confirmed yet. I have also provided 
the Board with some ideas pertain-
ing to how we could run the com-
petitive events this next time. Ideas 
that have yet to be fleshed out. At 
the present time, we are ahead of 
last years learning curve.. ATVOC 

learned a lot from its 1st Jambo-
ree; adjustments and suggestions 
have already been made to im-
prove upon last year. However, 
a new crop of issues face us in 
the upcoming season... I have 
no doubt, from all the feedback 
and comments I’ve had from fel-
low club members and non-club 
members alike that ATVOC’s 
2nd annual jamboree could eas-
ily become one of Michigan’s 
premier ATV events. 

The Jamboree question in one 
sense is not unlike Jeramey ask-

ing me to write about the event. Any 
decision to do so should be given 
proper consideration.. Then, once 
the choice is made, do the best you 
can. 

I recall everyone having a good 
time, the constant sound of motors, 
the smiling faces, the laughing and 
the excitement of it all. I’m willing 
to do it all again. I must be, as I fi-
nally figured out what I wanted to 
write about. I also remembered who 
(ATVOC) and what we were doing 
it for..( to promote legal, safe, re-
sponsible ATV riding here in Michi-
gan.)

Steve Walker 
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Riding in Michigan has some 
wonderful benefits. Trails 

are diverse and can be tight and nar-
row or wide open. However, when 
the call came in asking  me to go 
back to Kentucky and write about 
Black Mountain ORV Park again, I 
jumped at the chance.  

I rode Black Mountain in Sep-
tember of 2005, (that article is 
linked below) only a few months 
after it had opened.  The park was 
created out of thousands of acres 
of  former coal and timber land that 
Harlan county citizens, local, coun-
ty and state government set up as a 
ORV recreational park in the spring 
of 2005. It was hoped that the park 
would bring much needed revenue 
to the economically depressed area. 
Since then,  more and more land has 
opened up and the trails have ex-
panded. 

For this ride, I  was invited to stay 
at the Harlan County Campground 
and RV Park which opened up in 
October of 2005. The campground 
sits at the bottom of the mountain 
and is connected to the Putney trail 
head which is about 8 miles north 
east of the city of Harlan on US 
119.  

I recruited a couple new riders 
to make this years trip to Kentucky. 
These guys, who happened to be my 
older and younger brothers, (Keith 
and Leigh) had never ridden ATVs 
on trails before. Along with Paul, a  
compadre’ from the 2005 trip, we 
drove the 500 miles from Michi-

gan to Ken-
tucky on a 
T h u r s d a y 
night arriv-
ing around 

10:30pm. John Foster, 
the campground owner 
met us and showed us 
to our cabin. 

The cabin was large 
enough for two sets of bunk beds 
and a sofa bed. In addition, it had 
a refrigerator, bathroom with show-
er, a small kitchen area with coffee 
maker and a small table.

The next morning  was cool with 
the typical morning mist hanging in 
the trees above us. It was time to get 
some machines 
to ride. Paul had 
brought his own 
machine but I 
wanted to get 
the same per-
spective as my 
brothers,  who 
don’t own ma-
chines.  Since 
rental machines 
are available 
at the camp-
ground,  I had 
arranged for us 
to rent ATVs.

 Denny Pace 
owns the ATV 
rental concession  (ATV Rentals 
of Harlan and the Trail 45 Snack 
Shack) where one can buy snacks, 
helmets, goggles, trail maps and 
other supplies.  The rental machines 
turned out to be  John Deer ATVs. 
These 500cc machines have auto-
matic transmissions and full time 
four wheel drive. They turned out to 
be easy to ride, had plenty of power 
and were reliable for the two hard 
days of riding we put them through. 

With the rental paperwork com-
pleted and trail map in hand, we 

were soon packed and sad-
dled up. The new trail map fI 
bought showed that  a good 

number of new trails had 
been added to the park 
since 2005.  One of these 
was Trail 45.  This trail 
runs right down into the 
campground and this was 

our access to the park and 
the top of the mountain.

Trails in the park are rated as 
green for beginner, blue for inter-
mediate trails, and red for advanced 
trails.  There are plenty of each to go 
around and none lack for beautiful 
views. Since half of our riders were 

beginners, we chose to stay mostly 
on green trails.  I should note that 
some of the green trails are fun and 
challenging to beginners and expe-
rienced riders alike. In fact, Trail 45 
which is green, turned out to be one 
of my favorite trails. It had plenty 
of switchbacks, steep inclines, mud, 
rocks and great views, not to men-
tion it’s convenience to the camp-
ground.

As we climbed up the trail we 
found the rain earlier in the week 

Back to Black Mountain, Kentucky
by Gary McBain
Republished with permission from ATV Source www.ATVSource.com

Continued on page 8
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provided plenty of mud pud-
dles to play in. In addition, the 
wet ground kept the dust down. 
Reaching top of the ridge we 
found ourselves in bright sun-
light. We were above the clouds 
and mist that hung in the valley.  
We rode the rest of the morning 
with perpetual smiles on our 
faces as were greeted with one 
spectacular view after another.

We stopped for lunch on the 
top of one of the ridges to enjoy the 
view. Here is a tip if you stay in the 
campground. A quarter mile down 
the road from the campground is 
a combination gas station, conve-
nience store and diner. Not only do 
they serve a great breakfast of ham 
and eggs, biscuits and gravy,  but 
the ladies will make and pack you 
a great sandwich for 
the trail at a bargain 
price. 

The rest of the af-
ternoon was spent ex-
ploring new trails and 
increasing our skills 
and confidence for 
the next days ride. We 
ended the day sitting 
on the porch of our 
cabin drinking a cool 
beverage and telling 
trail stories. Our neighbors from the 
cabins on either side of us stopped 
by to introduce themselves and 
get acquainted. One of  the neigh-
bors was a 72 year old gentleman 
for Ontario, Canada who had been 
there a week. Our other neighbors, 
newly arrived for the weekend were 
two couples with two small children 
from Ohio. John, the campground 
owner stopped by to chat as well. He 
pointed out a large excavation up on 
the side of the hill.. John explained 
the plan for the campground was to 

create a series of tiered camping ar-
eas directly adjacent to the trail.

The next morning, we rode from 
our front door up out of the mist 
onto the ridge top for a long ride to 
the southwest end of the park to the 
Hawkeye Overlook on trail 36. To 
get to the overlook you find yourself 
riding the narrow crest of the ridge 
with 3,000 foot drops on both sides. 

That ride rewards you with a great 
360 degree view of the surround-
ing mountains. The return ride that 
morning proved to be one of the 
highlights of the trip. We found an 
unmarked trail and used Paul’s GPS 
to plot a track back to Trail 45.  That 
trail proved to be one of the most di-
verse rides of the two days. It took us 
over and around rocky outcroppings 
and to the lowest valley floors. It 
took us through high meadows and 
low river beds. When it was done 
we found ourselves within a quarter 

mile of the campground having cov-
ered 14 miles. We finished the after-
noon with a ride to the spectacular 
views from bald mountain which is 
at the extreme north east tip of the 
park.

That evening back at the cabin, 
the trail stories and smiles attested 
to the great time shared by people 
with a now common interest. My 
brothers gained a new appreciation 
of the sport of ATVing and a new 
skill level and confidence in their 
riding abilities. Best of all they got 
a chance to see the mountains in 
Kentucky from a whole new per-
spective.

If you are a new rider or even 
if you have experience you might 
want to consider bringing your 
friends or family to the Putney 
trail head. Sharing the adventure of 
Black Mountain in a cabin, tent or 
camper will be a memory that will 
last a lifetime. 

A few notes about Black Moun-
tain.

Black Mountain ORV Recre-
ation Park is free. No registration, 
permits or tags are required. There 
are however some rules for the use 
of the park. Helmets are required 
and recommended.  References to 
campgrounds or camping areas in 
the park itself means that there are 
clearings that people camp at up on 
the mountain. Those areas are free 

Black Mountain from pg 7
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to use but are considered primitive 
or rustic areas. There are no reserva-
tions. There are no facilities what-
soever.

You will need a trail map. Maps 
are available at most businesses in 
Harlan County and cost $4.00. The 
map fee helps cover the cost of 
printing and maintaining the park. 
Unlike in 2005, most of the trails 
are now marked but other trails are 
constantly being added.  

The reference to Black Mountain 
as being a “park” should not been 
perceived that this area is not a rug-
ged wilderness. The area is vast  It 
is easy to get lost if you get off a 
marked trail. Riding this area can be 
challenging and dangerous. Riders 
should wear proper riding equip-
ment, take water with them and use 
common sense.

While a GPS is not necessarily 
it does help to keep one oriented in 
the park to find ones way back to a 
marked trail.

Additional Information about Black 
Mountain Recreational Park can be 
found here.
www.harlancountytrails.com
Information about the Harlan Coun-
ty Campground and RV park is lo-
cated here:
www.harlancountycampground.
com

ATV rental information is available 
at:
www.atvrentalsofharlan.com
More info about Black Mountain is 
in this article;
www.atvsource.com/articles/
articles/2005/102405_black_

mountain_ohv_park.htm

Special thanks to ATV Source for al-
lowing ATVOC to reprint this article 
by Gary McBain.

STEP 1 - Print and fill out this form.

Your Name:___________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

City:_________________________________ State:________ Zip Code:__________________

Phone Number:_____________________________ Fax Number:________________________

Email:________________________________________________________________________

Are you a � New or � Renewing member?         Membership Number________ (optional)

Individual Membership Options:
Type of Membership: � One Year ($20)      � Two Year ($40)    � Lifetime ($250)

Additional Contribution Options:
In addition to my membership fees, I would like to make a tax-deductible contribution* of...
� $25   � $50   � $100   � $500   � $1,000   � Other $_________

*PLEASE NOTE: While contributions are tax-deductible, membership dues are not. 
IRS regulations require that we keep the two separate.

STEP 2 - Payment Options (select one):

� Check (Make Checks Payable to: BlueRibbon Coaltion)
� Credit Card   Card Number________________________________ Expiration____________

Additional Commercial Credit Card Number (if applicable)___________________________

Address, City & State (from Credit Card billing statement, if different from address above)

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

STEP 3 - Mail This Form To:  BlueRibbon Coalition 
4555 Burley Drive Suite A
Pocatello, ID 83202

Thank you for your support of the BlueRibbon Coalition's efforts to
“Preserve Our Natural Resources FOR The Public Instead Of FROM The Public.”

BLUERIBBON COALITION ONLINE

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM

Words of Wisdom
Regular maintenance is the key to reliability; 
irregular maintenance is the key to great 
exercise.

There is no physical training regimen so strict 
that it can’t be undermined by a rigorous program 
of deferred ATV maintenance.
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Break/Fix
ATV Trailer Security

The theft of trailers and their 
contents can be all too easy. In 

some cases it can be as simple as 
unbolting the trail ball-hitch and at-
taching it to a waiting vehicle’s re-
ceiver. Hindering casual thieves is 
not all that difficult. Several mem-
bers of ATVOC chimed in with their 
thoughts and strategies on prevent-
ing this type of theft.

1. Weld the threads below the nut 
on the ball-hitch. This prevents the 
nut from being completely removed 
and thus ensures the trailer can’t be 
simply unbolted from it’s vehicle. 
It’s best to not weld the nut as you 
may need to tighten the ball up in 
the future. Some balls have suffi-
cient threads sticking below the re-
ceiver so that you can drill a hold 
through the shaft and place a lock 
directly on it.

2. Set the alarm on the tow vehicle to 
be sensitive enough to detect move-
ment on/in the attached trailer.

3. Make it very inconvenient to 
steal the equipment. Park the trailer 
so it is in a well lit area, try to back 
it up to another large object. Make 
opening the doors or gate be almost 
impossible just by parking near a 
garage, wall or lamp post.

4. Cable the items to the trailer us-
ing a cable and sturdy lock. Make 
sure to string the cable so it passes 
through a non-removable section of 
the ATV. For example, pass the cable 
through the frame but not through a 
rim or removable rack.

5. Use a lock on the trailer’s hitch 

as well as the tow vehicle’s receiver 
retaining pin. Locking the safety 
chains is also an option depending 
on your trailer’s configuration.

6. Quality locks on an enclosed 
trailer’s doors are a good idea.

7. Don’t invite thieves inside an en-
closed trailer by plastering it with 
fancy stickers advertising your 
favorite hobby (unless it’s skunk 
farming).

8. Securing your ATVs for an over-
night camp falls under the same 
category as above. Make it difficult 
for would-be thieves to get to the 
equipment. Cable lock the ATVs to-
gether and preferably to something 
non-movable (like the trailer or a 
big tree). Covering the ATVs with a 
tarp will not only help to keep it dry 
for the early morning ride, but also 
discourage theft by simply hiding 
the contents.

9. Solid insurance on your posses-
sions is highly recommended. There 
is no such thing as “theft-proof”. 
If somebody wants your stuff bad 
enough, they will get it regardless 
of the precautions you take. Many 

homeowners policies do not auto-
matically cover ATVs, you should 
check with your favorite insurance 
agent to see what will work best for 
you.

10. Finally, remember the old adage 
that I don’t have to out-run the bear, 
I just have to out-run you. Always 
strive to ensure your quad is dirtier 
and more worn from use than your 
buddies - the shinier one will always 
be first pick for would-be thieves.

Thanks to the following ATVOC 
members who contributed to this 
article:

hoopie
Yetti
sumpter1
mi_smiley2000
mikenmichigan
CoonCat
Michigan_Mad_Man
Jaxom
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THE NUCLEAR OPTION: 
THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
Editorial by Rainer Huck,
Utah Shared Access Alliance President (www.usaall.org)
Reprinted with permission from The BlueRibbon Coalition (www.sharetrails.org)

BRC Editor’s Note: “Factory Butte” 
or “Cainville” is one of Utah’s last re-
maining open riding areas. Utah’s OHV 
groups were working to have the area 
formally designated by the Bureau of 
Land Management. Anti-access groups 
all but failed to oppose this appropriate 
designation. Just when the agency was 
about to prepare a management plan, 
the anti’s dropped a nuclear bomb - the 
Endangered Species Act - in a last-ditch 
effort to close the area. 

Utah’s OHV groups, not known 
for giving up easily, vow to fight any 
unreasonable closures. For regular up-
dates about this battle check the web-
site of the Utah Shared Access Alliance 
at: <http://www.usaall.org>. 

For generations the Factory 
Butte area has been the focus 

of unconfined vehicular recreation 
and access. As surrounding areas 
were closed, one by one, we were 
told to go to Factory Butte. 

This area has terrain that is 
uniquely suited to this fine activ-
ity, appearing much like one would 
imagine the surface of an alien world 
in another galaxy. With little to no 
vegetation and ground sculpted by 
the force of runaway erosion, one 
would suppose that all could agree 
that this, above all other places, 
would be supremely suited to mo-
torized recreation. 

Unfortunately the ecomongers 
have long ago set their greedy gaze 
upon these public lands and have 
deemed them to be wilderness. In 
this way they seek to ensure that 
practically no one will find joy here 
because everyone who visits moves 
about with a motor. In nearly 40 

years of riding Factory Butte, I have 
never, ever seen a person on foot, 
although I suppose rare exceptions 
could be possible. 

Previously, they have made three 
substantial attempts to close the 
lands surrounding Factory Butte. 
The first attempt took the form of a 
statewide law-
suit against the 
Bureau of Land 
Management 
demanding that 
all vehicle ac-
cess in their 
1 0 - m i l l i o n -
acre wish list 
be terminated. 
This effort failed utterly when it 
was crushed by a unanimous deci-
sion by the US Supreme Court. The 
second try was through the illegal 
Bruce Babbitt wilderness reinven-
tory which appropriately bit the dust 
when the 
Bush ad-
m i n i s t r a -
tion put an 
end to the 
abuses of 
the Clinton 
era. This 
bogus land 
grab was 
w h i s k e d 
t h r o u g h 
the bureau-
cracy in 
just three 
m o n t h s 
(pre-empting what the BLM had 
spent 15 years doing) and would 
have created all the Wilderness 

Study Areas denied in the real in-
ventory, including Factory Butte. 

The third attempt was to petition 
for an emergency closure consist-
ing of baseless claims of vehicle-in-
duced erosion in an area that derives 
its unique character from erosion. 
Appropriately, Cornell Christensen, 

BLM field of-
fice manager, 
denied this pe-
tition. 

Meanwhile, 
access activ-
ists, area resi-
dents and local 
governments, 
for perhaps the 

first time in history, were clearly 
dominating the planning process 
which was poised to ensure that the 
historical and traditional uses of the 
Factory Butte lands would continue 
for the benefit of generations as yet 

unborn. 
With the 

realization of 
impending de-
feat through 
the usual 
channels, hav-
ing exhausted 
the quiver of 
arrows used 
so reliably to 
bring down 
their foes in 
past conflicts, 
the ecomon-
gers invoked 

the Nuclear Option - the Endan-
gered Species Act. 

Factory Butte, Utah

With little or no vegetation and ground 
sculpted by the force of runaway erosion, 
one would suppose all could agree this area 
suitable for motorized recreation. --photo 

provided by Brian Hawthorne

Continued on page 12
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Through an accumulation of 
abusive case law created by activ-
ist judges, the congressional intent 
of this legislation has been morphed 
into a Frankenstein monster devour-
ing everything in its path. Consti-
tutional and property rights have 
been crushed by this behemoth that 
has found a way to pre-empt every 
other policy and law. The only way 
to avoid its fatal grasp is to avoid 
invoking the evil spirit. 

In the early days we all supported 
the stated goals of the ESA. I was 
around then and remember the talk 
of saving eagles, bears and whales. 
What we didn’t expect was that this 
well-intentioned legislation would 
one day take away our public and 
even private land for the imagined 
benefit of insects and weeds. 

Sen. Pete Domenici of New 
Mexico observed: “As a sena-
tor who voted to enact the ESA in 
1973, I certainly do not recognizes 
the statute after 30 years of expan-
sive interpretation by the courts . . 
. .” In short, it has become the ul-
timate weapon for the ecomongers 
to subvert all other laws, processes 
and protections. 

It should be clear that the eco-
mongers don’t give a hoot about the 
cacti here or anywhere else. Further 
they don’t care about the thousands 
of insects and weeds they have 
forced upon the Endangered Spe-
cies List. What they do care about 
is dominating our land and dictating 
who will use it and for what pur-
pose. 

--For questions or comments on this article 
the author may be contacted through the BRC: 
4555 Burley Drive, Suite A, Pocatello, ID, 
83202. Phone: 208-237-1008, Fax: 208-237-
9424. Visit the Utah Shared Access Alliance 
<http://www.usaall.org> to see more by Rainer 
Huck. 

Blueribbon Coalition Code of Ethics

1. I will respect the rights of all recreationists to 
enjoy the beauty of the outdoors. I will respect 
public and private property.

2. I will park considerately, taking no more space 
than needed, without blocking other vehicles, and 
without impeding access to trails.

3. I will keep to the right when meeting another rec-
reationist. I will yield the right-of-way to traffic 
moving uphill.

4. I will slow down and use caution when approaching 
or overtaking another recreationist.

5. I will respect designated areas, trail-use signs and 
established trails.

6. When stopping I will not block the trail.
7. I will not disturb wildlife. I will avoid areas posted 

for the protection of feeding wildlife.

8. I will pack out everything I pack in, and will not 
litter.

9. I realize that my destination objective and travel 
speed should be determined by my equipment, 
ability, the terrain, weather, and the traffic on 
the trail. In case of an emergency, I will volun-
teer assistance.

10. I will not interfere with or harass others. I rec-
ognize that people judge all trail users by my ac-
tions.

11. As a motorized trail user, I will pull off the trail 
and stop my engine when encountering horse back 
riders (it is also a good idea to take off your hel-
met and greet the riders).

Nuclear Option from page 11
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Trail Spotlight
Trail: 
The Geels ORV Trail, aka Geels 
North and Geels South

Location: 
Roscommon County, located 
halfway between St Helen and 
Roscommon.

Trail Head: 
Modern, large, graveled parking 
area with a pit toilet.

Waypoint of Trail Head:
N44.42296 W84.48093 (note use 
of decimal degrees format and not 
hours/minutes/seconds format).

Directions:
I-75 to exit 222. North on Old 76 
into and through St Helen. Contin-
ue on Old 76 to Geels “town” sign. 
There is no town or other buildings. 
Turn right on gravel road, Moore 
Rd, and cross the railroad tracks, 
continue for for a hundred yards 
until you reach the parking area on 
your right. There are currently no 
other signs at the intersection of 
Moore Rd and Old 76. It is slightly 
more than 9 miles from I-75 to the 
parking area.

Services available:
There are no services available with 
an ORV from this trail system. 

Nearby Services:
Roscommon and St Helen offer a 
full range of services including gas 
stations, restaurants, parts stores, 
campgrounds and motels. St Helen 
has an authorized Yamaha & Arctic 
Cat powersports dealer.

County Roads:
Roscommon County has not opened 
it’s roads to ORVs at this time, ORVs 
may only be operated on marked 
trails and routes.

Length:
Geels North is 22 Miles, Geels 
South is 25 miles.

Challenge:
This is a moderately challenging 
trail due to the width of trail, layout 
and hills. 

Type of Trail:
The Geels ORV Trail System is an 
ATV system maintained at 50 inch-
es. The trail varies from a gener-
ous 50” to a tight 50” in areas. The 
south trail has a linear connector to 
the parking area, but otherwise the 
system is a loop trail enabling riders 
to traverse the entire trail without 
backtracking on a section.

Type of Terrain:
Geels offers a wide range of riding 
options. There are many hills on the 
trail, many of them are very grad-
ual and can easily deceive riders 
as to their actual elevation change. 
There are several scenic overlooks 
on the trail that provide for utterly 
stunning views of the surrounding 
country side. There are many clear-
cut sections that provide for stumps 
hidden along the trails edge (be-
ware!). The forest types vary from 
the over planted jackpine to older 
hardwood stands with many aspen 
sections popping up from the clear 
cuts. There can be a few muddy sec-
tions during a wet spring and riders 
are encouraged to avoid those ar-
eas when erosion potential is at it’s 

greatest. The trail is generally sandy 
to sandy with rocks. There is an ac-
tive gravel pit on the south loop.

Connecting trails:
The Roscommon ORV Route con-
nects to the Geels North trail. The 
Route does not provide access into 
Roscommon, it ends at the edge of 
town. The Route is a linear trail and 
is a shared snowmobile trail. It is 
a generous 72” trail, mostly sandy 
with plenty of curves but little el-
evation changes.
The Michigan Cross Country Cy-
cle Trail passes through the Geels 
North loop. It connects from the St 
Helen trail system to Geels and then 
on to the Beaver Creek System. The 
MCCCT north, from Geels North, 
requires a street licensed vehicle. 
The MCCCT south, from Geels 
North to the St Helen system is 
also an ORV trail allowing ATVs to 
connect to the St Helen trail from 
Geels. This is a linear trail and in-
cludes narrow (previously motorcy-
cle) trail as well as roads and shared 
snowmobile trail.

Map Notes:
The map depicted on the right in-
correctly shows the connector trail 
St Helen as requiring street license; 
the trail has been updated since the 
map was published and that section 
is currently open to ORVs.

DNR Staff to contact:
Paige Perry, ELP Trail Analyst
perrypa@michigan.gov

Roscommon Management Unit
PO Box 218
Roscommon, MI 48653
(989) 275-4622
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BEAVER CREEK & GEELS TRAILS
ROSCOMMON AND CRAWFORD COUNTIES

BEAVER CREEK TRAIL
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GEELS NORTH TRAIL
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GEELS SOUTH TRAIL
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